NAECTE

Statement of Advocacy for High Quality Early Childhood Education and Early Childhood
Teacher Education

The purpose of the National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educators is to promote the
professional growth of its membership, to discuss the educational issues that are specific to its
membership, and to advocate for improvements in early childhood teacher education. To this
end, NAECTE provides a forum for consideration of issues and concerns of special interest to
educators or early childhood educators; provides a communication network for early childhood
teacher educators. In furthering its purposes, NAECTE facilitates the interchange of information
and ideas about research and practice among its members and among other persons
concerned with young children through its journal, conference program, resolutions, position
papers, and other publications, and cooperates with national organizations concerned with the
study and education of young children.

As members of the governing board of the National Association of Early Childhood Teacher
Educators, we stand in solidarity with recent statements released by the National Association for
the Education of Young Children, American Association of Colleges of Teacher Education, The
Center for Law and Public Policy (CLASP), Zero to Three, and Council of Exceptional Children’s
Division of Early Childhood Education about the recent executive orders, changes in federal
education and funding policy relevant to education of pre-service educators and our nation’s
young learners. We also uphold the four general statements by NAEYC: Advancing Equity in
Early Childhood Education Position Statement | NAEYC, Code of Ethics | NAEYC,
Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) Position Statement | NAEYC, and Professional
Standards and Competencies for Early Childhood Educators | NAEYC.

Documented responses from our membership via a recent survey point to the direct impacts on
our members and educational communities we serve:
e Reduced funding for P-12 schools in low-income communities throughout the nation,
e Political fear and anxiety in delivering research-based curriculum, job security, and
concern for students we teach, and their families and communities
e Losing funding for staff critical to recruit, retain and nurture vulnerable students who
otherwise would not have access to higher education
e Having to refrain from studying topics critical to education, such as access, success and
equity, and communities such as immigrants, LGBTQIA+, racially and culturally diverse
communities
e Cancellation of funding and grants related to Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Initiatives
and teacher preparation.
Cancellation of early intervention, inclusion and special education related funding
Cancellation of grants and funding streams that would support and strengthen early
childhood workforce development, education and career trajectories
e Concern over the ripple effect of these changes on our nation’s youngest and most
vulnerable children


https://www.naeyc.org/about-us/news/press-releases/statement-on-department-of-education
https://www.naeyc.org/about-us/news/press-releases/statement-on-department-of-education
https://aacte.org/2025/03/aacte-opposes-efforts-to-dismantle-the-u-s-department-of-education/
https://www.clasp.org/press-room/press-releases/executive-order-on-education-will-harm-children-families-and-the-economy/
https://www.clasp.org/press-room/press-releases/executive-order-on-education-will-harm-children-families-and-the-economy/
https://www.zerotothree.org/news/babies-and-families-will-be-harmed-by-the-closure-of-the-united-states-department-of-education/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=sfmc&utm_campaign=03062025_BabyMonitor
https://www.dec-sped.org/single-post/dec-positionality-2025
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/position-statements/equity
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/position-statements/equity
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/position-statements/code-of-ethics
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/position-statements/dap/contents
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/position-statements/professional-standards-competencies
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/position-statements/professional-standards-competencies

Aligned with our goals, mission, and vision, NAECTE urges the federal and state administrators,
the general educational community, and all citizens of our country to consider the following
steps to ensure high-quality early childhood education and teacher education:

Restore and maintain higher education loan programs such as the Public Service Loan
Forgiveness Program and repayment programs, which support student borrowers in
accessing higher education, including through access to campus-based child care
programs and work-study opportunities.

Restore and continue federal grants to improve U.S. intellectual life, education, science,
art and humanities. Avoid policies that lead to the reduction of free speech on campuses
and devaluing the contribution of higher education.

Support and foster recruitment of international students into the U.S. universities.
NAECTE is concerned about restrictions on global education supports, constriction of
rights of immigrant higher education students, families and communities, which
discourage students from studying in the U.S., and impact both intellectual and financial
futures of our institutions, the U.S. workforce and society.

Support the professional advancement of early childhood education professionals—not
only to support child development and school readiness, but also to promote educational
equity, economic stability, and the public good. Research shows that high-quality early
learning environments are directly tied to the expertise and well-being of early educators.
However, the sector faces a severe and ongoing teacher shortage, driven by low pay,
inadequate benefits, and limited professional recognition. These challenges hinder
recruitment and retention, reducing quality and access for families.

Value every young child, regardless of their location or identity, and recognize the
inequitable systems that limit access to quality, developmentally appropriate education.
Promote equity through strength-based family partnerships, honoring families’ cultural
knowledge and networks to support children's growth. Respect children's culture,
language, and values as integral to their learning, and develop culturally responsive
curricula that reflect the influence of both family and community.

Restore the Department of Education’s (DoED) dedicated public servants who were laid
off—who lead research into what works, provide support to teachers, and help students
access and afford post-secondary education—to reverse the negative impact on
children, families and educators. Restore and foster the institutions within the
department conducting and disseminating statistics, research, information and sound
pedagogies for the education of our nation’s children, including the National Center for
Statistics and ERIC. As CLASP states: Closing DoED will disproportionately harm
students of color and children with disabilities, instill fear in immigrant students, and
reverse decades of progress in enhancing civil rights protections for all students.
Restore and increase funding to Head Start programming. Restore the closed regional
centers of the Administration of Children and Families serving the nation’s most
vulnerable children by providing technical support for states in maintaining vital programs
such as Head Start and other regional initiatives. Layoffs and communication
breakdowns within the Department of Health and Human Services have left Head Start
programs in disarray, forcing temporary closures and disrupting care for low-income
families who rely on the federally funded preschool program. Advocates fear the



instability is part of a broader effort to weaken Head Start without formally ending it,
despite its longstanding bipartisan support.

Support and maintain teacher preparation grants for higher education institutions that
include Teacher Quality Grants, TEACH grants, and CCAMPIS grants supporting early
care and education and higher education students. Without campus childcare, parenting
students are significantly less likely to complete a degree than non-parenting students.
Further, the low wages in education-related fields make the cost of attending college
more challenging for early childhood educators. Failure to continue funding these
programs will result in an immediate and long-term decrease in the United State’s
access to a highly educated workforce.

NAECTE calls for the federal and state administrations to address our concerns as we believe
education is the foundation of human well-being and negative changes to our policies will have
long-term effects on the well-being of multiple generations of young children, educators and
families.
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