
 

2025 Virtual Summer Conference Monday, June 9, 2025 
 

aDAPting to the Changing Landscape of Early Childhood Education 

 
VIRTUAL CHECK-IN/ LOGIN 

Pacific Mountain Central  Eastern 

7:45 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. 8:45 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 9:45 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 10:45 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

 
 
POSTER PRESENTATIONS  

Pacific Mountain Central  Eastern 

8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 11:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. 

Available online throughout the conference.  Please visit and leave feedback using the hyperlink made 
available on the conference website. 

 
Poster 1: Early Math Learning in the United States Classrooms: Integrating Africa Pedagogical 
Framework into Teacher Practices through a Critical Autoethnographic Approach 

○​ Abiodun Emmanuel Babalola 
○​ Alison Hooper, PhD 

 
Poster 2:  Ideology versus practice: Exploring play-based teaching through map drawings 

○​ Arti Joshi 
○​ Dr. Jody Eberly 

 
Poster 3: Mindfulness for Early Childhood Educators: Practical Strategies for Pre-Service Teachers 
and Classroom Success 

○​ Brittany Crumley, PhD 
 
Poster 4: Educators’ Use of Mixed Reality Simulation to Build Family Relationships 

○​ Deborah L. Rooks-Ellis, PhD 
 
Poster 5: A Document Analysis of Play in the Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines 

○​ Karen Walker, EdD 
○​ Josh Thompson, PhD 

 



Poster 6: An Ethic of Care: Implementing the Parallel Process in an Early Childhood Teacher 
Education Program 

○​ Kimberly Garrett, EdD 
○​ Mary Quest, PhD 

 
Poster 7: Preparing Early Educators in Changing Contexts: The use of Digital Diaries for Reflection 
on Classroom Practices and DAP 

○​ Mauri C. Mckoy, MEd, MS 
○​ Karen M. La Paro, PhD 

 
Poster 8: Fostering Resilience Through Reflective Teaching: A Multi-Layered Approach to Teacher 
Education 

○​ Samantha Evans, PhD 
 
 
NAECTE WELCOME  

Pacific Mountain Central  Eastern 

8:00 a.m.- 8:05 a.m.  9:00 a.m.-9:05 a.m. 10:00 a.m.-10:05 a.m. 11:00 a.m.- 11:05 a.m. 

 
Melissa M Jozwiak, Ph.D. NAECTE Vice President for Conferences   
David Barry, Ph.D., Conference Chair 

 
 
NAECTE PRESIDENT & FOUNDATION PRESIDENT 

Pacific Mountain Central  Eastern 

8:05 a.m.- 8:20 a.m. 9:05 a.m.-9:20 a.m. 10:05 a.m.-10:20 a.m. 11:05 a.m.- 11:20 a.m. 

 
Zeynep Isik-Ercan, NAECTE President 
Will Parnell, NAECTE Foundation President 

 
 
KEYNOTE PRESENTATION: Preparing Educators Alongside Families and Communities 

Pacific Mountain Central  Eastern 

8:20 a.m.-9:20 a.m. 9:20 a.m. – 10:20 a.m. 10:20 a.m.-11:20 a.m. 11:20 a.m.- 12:20 p.m. 

 

Margaret Caspe, PhD 

National Association for Family, School, and Community Engagement  

caspem@nafsce.org   | www.nafsce.org 

Abstract: At a time when families of young children are facing unprecedented pressures, educator 
preparation programs are stepping up to grow an early childhood workforce equipped to build strong 

mailto:caspem@nafsce.org
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nafsce.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmjozwiak%40tamusa.edu%7C9654b3f7b66f4d0c486708dd8bf6d13e%7C5cf670c5279f45739a15033d4286fa0e%7C0%7C0%7C638820614473571035%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NbQbARn4qrciEOXENxJW0W5vlyGijcrJ2LS4g%2FbFVDA%3D&reserved=0
http://www.nafsce.org


relationships with families and communities. This session explores how we can prepare early childhood 
educators alongside families and communities to foster authentic partnerships and co-create 
child-centered learning environments. Grounded in a vision of shared responsibility, the talk will highlight 
findings from a five-year initiative to reimagine educator preparation for family and community 
engagement, and will share promising practices and policy shifts that position families as essential partners 
in educator development. 

Margaret Caspe, PhD, is NAFSCE's Senior Research Consultant. She co-leads the Pre-Service Family 
Engagement Consortium which is a collaborative of national partners and state and higher education 
teams dedicated to supporting educator preparation in family engagement. Over the past 25 years, she has 
studied how partnerships among families, schools, and communities influence children’s development in a 
variety of areas, including language and literacy, and bilingualism, as well as science, technology, 
engineering, and math (STEM). Prior to joining NAFSCE she worked with the Global Family Research Project 
and Harvard Family Research Project where she developed tools to support faculty in developing courses on 
family engagement topics and oversaw a project to amplify family engagement in public libraries. She is 
co-editor of Family and Community Partnerships: Promising Practices for Teachers and Teacher Educators, 
Promising Practices for Engaging Families in STEM Learning and author of a variety of articles published in 
journals such as Early Childhood Research Quarterly, Public Library Quarterly, School Community Journal, 
Childhood Education, and Young Children. As an advisory member of various national collaboratives she 
provides insights on the intersection of research, practice, and policy to promote innovative family 
engagement strategies. Margaret earned her Ph.D. in developmental psychology from the Steinhardt 
School of Culture, Education, and Human Development at New York University, where she currently teaches 
courses as an adjunct faculty member. She lives in New Jersey with her husband and three daughters. 

 
BREAK AND TRANSITION 

Pacific Mountain Central  Eastern 

9:20 a.m.-9:30 a.m. 10:20 a.m.- 10:30 a.m. 11:20 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 12:20 p.m.- 12:30 p.m. 

 
 
SESSION 1: CONCURRENT PAPER SESSION 

Pacific Mountain Central  Eastern 

9:30 a.m. – 10:25 a.m. 10:30 a.m.- 11:25 a.m. 11:30 a.m.- 12:25 p.m. 12:30 p.m.- 1:25 p.m. 

Concurrent Paper Session  (To join paper presentations, please self-select your break-out rooms and plan 
to converse throughout the session). 

 
Breakout Room 1- Host: Mary Harper 

Presentation 1: Harnessing Developmental Cascades: Transforming Early Childhood Education 
Through Theory and Practice 

○​ Mary Harper, PhD 
○​ Josh Thompson, PhD 
○​ Zlata Stanković-Ramirez, PhD 
○​ Danielle McLellan-Bujnak 

Presentation 2: The Power of Field Placements in Preparing Preservice Early Childhood 
Professionals 



○​ Mary Harper, PhD 
○​ Marisa Macy, PhD 
○​ Laura McCorkle, PhD 
○​ Samantha Riggleman  
○​ Lindsay Diamond 

 
Breakout Room 2- Host: Amy Wolfe (Region 5 Representative) 

Presentation 1: Supporting Early Childhood Faculty’s Evolving Professional Needs 
○​ Kaitlin Northey, PhD 
○​ Amy Wolfe, PhD 
○​ Karen M. La Paro, PhD 
○​ Nora Krieger, PhD 

Presentation 2: Engaging in the Higher Education Accreditation Process: Exploring the Impacts on 
Human Bodies 

○​ Pam Remstein, PhD 
○​ Angela Redondo, PhD 

 
Breakout Room 3 - Host:  Dr. Ursula Thomas (Affiliate Chair) 

Presentation 1: Building Persistence in Preservice Early Childhood Teachers: Factors for Degree 
Completion 

○​ Dawn Mollenkopf, PhD 
Presentation 2: A Phenomenological Study of Urban ECE Providers’ Experiences of Compassion 
Fatigue 

○​ Jale Aldemir, PhD 
○​ Anita Weisburger, PhD 
○​ Nicole Anthony, PhD 

 
Breakout Room 4- Host:  Alison Hooper (Region 4 Representative) 

Presentation 1: DAP as a Touchstone for Enhancing Teacher Identity and Resilience 
○​ Ross "Chad" Nunamaker, MSE 
○​ William Mosier, EdD 

 
Breakout Room 5 - Host: Kate McCormick (Region 2 Representative) 

Presentation 1: Creative Thinking Journals in EC Teacher Ed 
○​ Guy Trainin, PhD 
○​ Azadeh Hassani, MA 

Presentation 2: Creative Arts in Early Childhood Education: A Study of Domains Engaged by ECE 
Educators 

○​ Isaac Awortwe, MPhil 
○​ Justina Adu 

 
Breakout Room 6- Host:  Emmaline Ellis (Region 3 Representative) 

Presentation 1: Examining a Sociocultural Foundations Course in Early Childhood Teacher 
Education: Preparing Preservice Teachers for a Changing World 

○​ Da Hei Ku, PhD 
Presentation 2: Beyond the Basics: Preparing Preservice Teachers to Embed Anti-Bias and 
Multicultural Practices in Early Childhood Classrooms 

○​ Quinita Ogletree, PhD 



Breakout Room 7- Host: Rebecca Huss Keeler (Foundation VP for Awards) 
Presentation 1: Facilitating Student Understandings of Equity Through Guided Discussion Groups 

○​ Val Krage, EdD 
Presentation 2: Cultural Conversations: Learning from Diverse Parents in a Child Development 
Parent Interview Assignment 

○​ Rebecca Huss-Keeler, PhD 
 
Breakout Room 8- Host:  Leah Muccio 

Presentation 1: Elementary Public School Administrators' Knowledge of a P-3 Framework and 
Developmentally Appropriate Practice 

○​ Anna Puryear 
Presentation 2: Veteran Early Childhood Teachers’ Perspectives on Equity-Focused 
Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Varying Social-Cultural Contexts 

○​ Leah Muccio, PhD 
○​ Lea Ann Christenson, PhD 
○​ Kevin McGowan, PhD 

   
 
BREAK AND TRANSITION 

Pacific Mountain Central  Eastern 

10:25 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. 11:25 a.m.- 11:45 a.m. 12:25 p.m.-12:45 p.m. 1:25 p.m.-1:45 p.m. 

 
 
NAECTE Summer Grant Awardees 

Pacific Mountain Central  Eastern 

10:45 a.m. -11:00 a.m. 11:45 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. 12:45 p.m.- 1:00 p.m. 1:45 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 
NAECTE-F Teacher Educator Research Grant Award 
 
NAECTE summer doctoral research grant award, sponsored by Learning Genie Inc 
 
 
SESSION 2: CONCURRENT PAPER SESSION 

Pacific Mountain Central  Eastern 

11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m. 12:00 p.m.-12:55 p.m. 1:00 p.m.-1:55 p.m. 2:00 p.m.- 2:55 p.m. 

Concurrent Paper Session  (To join paper presentations, please self-select your break-out rooms and plan 
to converse throughout the session). 
 
 
Breakout Room 09- Host: Kaitlin Northey (Region 1 Representative) 

Presentation 1: Family Child Care Educators’ Perspectives on Credentials and Education 
Requirements 

○​ Alison Hooper, PhD 



Presentation 2: Making Learning In/visible: Chicana Pláticas with Documentation on Indigenous 
Terms 

○​ Michelle Angela Domingues, EdD 
 
Breakout Room 10- Host: Jill M. Davis 

Presentation 1: aDAPted Accelerated Courses to Meet Workforce Needs 
○​ Dorothy Shapland Rodriguez, EdD 
○​ Stacy Cook-LaPointe, MS 

Presentation 2: aDAPting Teacher Preparation Programs to the Changing Landscapes of Education 
○​ Jill M. Davis, PhD 
○​ Katie Fields, PhD 

 
Breakout Room 11- Host: Libby Ethridge 

Presentation 1: Simulation-based Learning and Preservice Teachers’ Efficacy and Beliefs in Early 
Childhood 

○​ Kelley M. White, PhD 
Presentation 2: “See Them as People First”: Strategies for Creating Supportive Learning 
Environments in Teacher Education 

○​ Libby Ethridge, EdD 
○​ Amber Beisly, PhD 
○​ Kate Raymond, PhD 

 
Breakout Room 12 - Host: Solape Folaranmi 

Presentation 1: Documentation of Innovative Strategies for Early/Middle Childhood Educators: 
Centering Diverse Children and Families in the Federally Funded, Project-Based, Young Jaguars 
School Age Program 

○​ Hatice Zeynep Inan, PhD 
○​ Catherine O’Brien, EdD 
○​ AnaLisa Leos, BS 
○​ Socorro García, PhD 

Presentation 2: Discipline Strategies of Preschool Teachers & Parents in Nigeria and the US 
○​ Solape Folaranmi, M.A. 
○​ Amy Malkus, PhD 

 
Breakout Room 13 - Host: Maria Fusaro (Region 9 Representative) 

Presentation 1: Power, Emotions, and Friendship: Gender Dialogue in Play 
○​ Lynn Cohen, PhD 

Presentation 2: Play, Move, Learn: A Pilot Study on Physical Activity in an ECE Setting 
○​ Maria Fusaro, Ed.D. 
○​ Seung Ho Chang, Ph.D. 
○​ Andrea Golloher, Ph.D. 
○​ Jihyun Lee, Ph.D. 
○​ Emily Slusser, Ph.D. 

 
Breakout Room 14 - Host: Erin Casey (Foundation VP for Development) 

Presentation 1: Teaching Teachers to See Math in Play: Evidence for Teacher Education 
○​ Erin M Casey , PhD 



Presentation 2: Chinese Numeracy Techniques and Tools to Enhance Learning in the Early 
Childhood Education Classrooms 

○​ Saoussan Maarouf, Ed.D 
 
Breakout Room 15 - Host:  Karen M. La Paro  

Presentation 1: Incidental Science Talk During Fiction Read-Alouds in Preschool Classrooms: 
Findings and Implications from a Mixed Methods Study 

○​ Emmaline Ellis, PhD 
Presentation 2: Iterative Professional Learning for Culturally Responsive Science Teaching 

○​  Karen M. La Paro, PhD 
○​ Lucia Mendez PhD 

 
Breakout Room 16- Host: Ruth Facun-Grandozo (Secretary)  

Presentation 1: Teachers’ Attitudes Toward Instructional Technology: A Shift in Mindset from Pre- 
to Post-Pandemic 

○​ Patience Aggrey PhD 
Presentation 2: Teacher Educators' Approaches to Teaching in the Era of AI and Scripted Curricula 

○​ Ruth Facun-Granadozo, PhD 
○​ Tsitsi Nyabando, PhD 
○​ Narges Sareh, PhD 

 
 
BREAK AND TRANSITION  

Pacific Mountain Central  Eastern 

11:55 a.m.- 12:05 p.m. 12:55 p.m.-1:05 p.m 1:55 p.m.-2:05 p.m. 2:55 p.m.-3:05 p.m. 

 

 
SESSION 3: CONCURRENT PAPER SESSION 

Pacific Mountain Central  Eastern 

12:05 p.m.-1:00 p.m. 1:05 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 2:05 p.m.-3:00 p.m. 3:05 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 

 

Breakout Room 17 - Host: Christine Lux (VP for Membership) 
Presentation 1: Montana P3 Past, Present, and Future: A Ten-Year Summary 

○​ Christine Lux, EdD 
○​ Allison Wilson, PhD 

Presentation 2: Seven Crucial Conversations: Using Dialogue to Create Historical Perspectives of 
ECE 

○​ Nancy Barbour, PhD 
○​ Nancy File, PhD 
○​ Andy Stremmel 

 
Breakout Room 18 - Host: Tsitsi Nyabando (Region 6 Representative) 

Presentation 1: Empowering Paraprofessionals: Innovative Pathways for Paraprofessionals to 
Become Certified Teachers 

○​ Anita R. Kumar, EdD 
○​ Sue Mankiw, EdD. 



Presentation 2: The Cost of Leaving: Why Early Childhood Teachers Quit and What Can Be Done? A 
Meta-Analytic Review 

○​ Xin Li, PhD 
○​ Dandan Liang, Doctoral Student 

 
Breakout Room 19 - Host: Kate McCormick (Region 2 Representative) 

Presentation 1: Swinging on the Reading Rope: Using Jazz to Explore Early Literacy with Teacher 
Candidates 

○​ Rebecca Swartz, Ph.D. 
Presentation 2: Literacy Landmines: Ideological Divides that Novice Teachers Face 

○​ Tanya Espinosa Cordoba, PhD 
○​ Mary E. Lyons, PhD 

 
Breakout Room 20 - Host: Maria Dias (Social Media Co-Chair) 

Presentation 1: Importance of DAP in Planning: Teacher Educators Perspective on Online Resources 
○​ Amy Mejia MS 
○​ Karen M. La Paro PhD 

Presentation 2: From Classroom to Community: Building Resilience Across the Educational 
Spectrum 

○​ Angela Redondo, PhD 
○​ Dawn Berry, PhD 

 
Breakout Room 21 - Host: Kaitlin Northey (Region 1 Representative) 

Presentation 1: Teacher support of engineering peer play in preschool 
○​ Anne Moffitt, Graduate Student 

Presentation 2: Creativity as Responsibility: Socio-Ecological Justice in Preschool 
○​ Charlene Montaño Nolan, PhD 

 
Breakout Room 22 - Host: Courtney Dewhirst (Treasurer) 

Presentation 1: Every Child's Tomorrow: Reimagining Teacher Education Through a Reggio-Inspired 
Lens 

○​ Courtney Dewhirst, PhD 
○​ Erin Casey, PhD 

Presentation 2: From Preparation to Practice: Strengthening Early Intervention Specialists’ 
Readiness to Adapt for All Children and Families 

○​ Jessica Grimone Hopkins, PhD 
○​ Christina Mirtes, PhD 

 
Breakout Room 23 - Host: Emmaline Ellis (Region 3 Representative) 

Presentation 1: Building the Next Generation of Early Childhood Leaders: Internship Projects for 
Professional Growth 

○​ Teressa Sumrall, PhD  
○​ Rhonda Russell, MA 

Presentation 2: Reimagining Teacher Preparation: Constructivist Learning Through a Flipped 
Classroom Model 

○​ Teressa Sumrall, PhD 
○​ Randa Dunlap, PhD 

 



BREAK AND TRANSITION  

Pacific Mountain Central  Eastern 

1:00 p.m.-1:05 p.m. 2:00 p.m.-2:05 p.m 3:00 p.m.-3:05 p.m. 4:00 p.m.-4:05 p.m. 

 
 
SESSION 4: NAECTE Groups 

Pacific Mountain Central  Eastern 

1:05 p.m.-1:35 p.m. 2:05 p.m.-2:35 p.m. 3:05 p.m.-3:35 p.m. 4:05 p.m.-4:35 p.m. 

●​ JECTE - Dr. Judit Szente  
●​ Membership Intentions - Dr. Christine Lux 
●​ Communications Intentions -  Dr. Cherie Crosby-Weeks 
●​ Advocacy Intentions - Dr. Hatice Inan 

 
SESSION 5: Regional Meetings    

Pacific Mountain Central  Eastern 

1:35 p.m.-2:05 p.m. 2:35 p.m.-3:05 p.m. 3:35 p.m.-4:05 p.m. 4:35 p.m.-5:05 p.m. 

Meet with local colleagues to discuss local and regional needs and events. See region listings on next 
page. 

 
 
Announcements & Closing Message  

Pacific Mountain Central  Eastern 

2:05 p.m.-2:15 p.m. 3:05 p.m.-3:15 p.m. 4:05 p.m.- 4:15 p.m. 5:05 p.m.-5:15 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
REGION 1 
Kaitlin Northley (2024-2026) 
University of Vermont 
kaitlin.northley@uvm.edu  

●​ Connecticut 
●​ Maine 
●​ Massachusetts 
●​ New Hampshire 
●​ Rhode Island 
●​ Vermont 

 
REGION 3 
Emmaline Ellis (2024-2026) 
West Chester University 
eellis@wcupa.edu  

●​ Delaware 
●​ District of Columbia 
●​ Maryland 
●​ Pennsylvania 
●​ Virginia 
●​ West Virginia 

 
REGION 5 
Amy Wolfe (2024-2026) 
Ohio University 
amy.wolfe@ohio.edu  

●​ Illinois 
●​ Indiana 
●​ Michigan 
●​ Minnesota 
●​ Ohio 
●​ Wisconsin 

 
REGION 7 
Melanie Felton (2024-2026) 
College of Saint Mary 
mfelton@csm.edu  

●​ Iowa 
●​ Kansas 
●​ Missouri 
●​ Nebraska 

 
REGION 9 
Maria Fusaro (2024-2026) 
San José State University 
maria.fusaro@sjsu.edu  

●​ Arizona 
●​ California 
●​ Hawaii 
●​ Nevada 

 
 

 
REGION 2 
Kate McCormick (2023-2025) 
State University of New York College at Cortland 
kate.mccormick@cortland.edu  

●​ New Jersey 
●​ New York 
●​ Puerto Rico 
●​ Virgin Islands 

 
 REGION 4 
Alison Hooper (2023-2025) 
University of Alabama 
alhooper2@ua.edu  

●​ Alabama 
●​ Florida 
●​ Georgia 
●​ Kentucky 
●​ Mississippi 
●​ North Carolina 
●​ South Carolina 
●​ Tennessee 

 
REGION 6 
Tsitsi Nyabando (2023-2025) 
Eastern New Mexico University 
Tsitsi.Nyabando@enmu.edu  

●​ Arkansas 
●​ Louisiana 
●​ New Mexico 
●​ Oklahoma 
●​ Texas 

 
REGION 8 
Allison Wilson (2023-2025) 
University of Montana 
allison.wilson@mso.umt.edu  

●​ Colorado 
●​ Montana 
●​ North Dakota 
●​ South Dakota 
●​ Utah 
●​ Wyoming 

 
REGION 10 
Kate Puckett (2023-2025) 
Eastern Oregon University 
kpuckett2@eou.edu  

●​ Alaska 
●​ Idaho 
●​ Oregon 
●​ Washington 

mailto:kaitlin.northley@uvm.edu
mailto:eellis@wcupa.edu
mailto:amy.wolfe@ohio.edu
mailto:mfelton@csm.edu
mailto:maria.fusaro@sjsu.edu
mailto:kate.mccormick@cortland.edu
mailto:alhooper2@ua.edu
mailto:Tsitsi.Nyabando@enmu.edu
mailto:allison.wilson@mso.umt.edu
mailto:kpuckett2@eou.edu


●​ International: Canada 
●​ Singapore 
●​ Japan 
●​ Cyprus 

●​ Australia 
●​ Philippines 
●​ Jamaica 
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